
If you’ve ever found yourself mesmerized by that v-shaped bow wave created by the hull of a ship as it pushes through 
the water, you might be interested to learn that it doesn’t actually matter whether it’s the ship or the water that’s moving. 
If one were to, let’s say, replace the ship with a 2,500-foot-high dormant volcano and the water with a moist air mass, you 
might end up with something that looks like this.

Clouds can Clouds can form anytime around the Crozet Islands in the southern Indian Ocean. On May 5, 2014 however, moisture con-
denses from a smooth owing air mass as it is forced up the mountain slope. The resulting clouds split evenly around the 
enormous obstruction on Ile aux Cochons (Pig Island), and with no turbulence to distort their shape, produce a series of 
ship wave clouds that form a natural vector describing the direction and velocity of the air.

Like clouds? Learn how you can contribute to the study of our atmosphere through the NASA-sponsored GLOBE Program:
 
https://www.globe.gov/get-trained/protocol-etraining/etraining-modules/16867642/12267
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